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1
ROBOT CONTROL DEVICE

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

This application is based upon and claims the benefit of
priority from the prior Japanese Patent Application No. 2013-
162782, filed on Aug. 5, 2013, the entire contents of which are
incorporated herein by reference.

FIELD

Embodiments described herein relate generally to robot
control devices.

BACKGROUND

To suppress vibration of the distal end of a mufti-link robot,
an axis torsion angular velocity (the difference between a link
angular velocity and a motor angular velocity) needs to be
estimated from a motor angular velocity measured by an
encoder installed in a motor that drives respective axes, and be
fed back to a motor angular velocity control system. In the
estimation, it is required that a nonlinear observer based on a
nonlinear dynamic model takes into account elastic joints,
and the nonlinear interference forces acting between the
links.

To realize such a mufti-input/output nonlinear observer, an
accurate dynamic model needs to be built, and robustness to
variations in payload and friction-torque is required. Conven-
tionally, an approximative observer based on a one-input/
output linear model that performs “disturbance estimation
from another link and compensation in the elastic joint model
at each one link™ is normally used so as to reduce the amount
of calculation in control operations.

As CPUs and memories have improved in performance in
recent years, a robot control device can now have the benefit
of increased computing power and large memory capacities.

However, since such an observer is based on approxima-
tion, the vibration suppression effect is not robust, and on top
of'that, the engineering costs required for implementing con-
trol laws and adjusting control gains are enormous.

Also, as angular velocity sensors can be readily obtained
these days, it is possible to suppress vibration by mounting an
angular velocity sensor on each of the links of a robot arm,
directly measuring axis torsion angular velocities, and per-
forming feedback. However, this technique requires a larger
number of wirings, resulting in a problem such as a high cost
in some cases.

Furthermore, in a vibration suppression control system that
performs feedback of axis torsion angular velocities, there is
aproblem of a decrease in the damping effect of the vibration
suppression control when the end effector load is small or has
low inertia, regardless of whether the axis torsion angular
velocities are estimated by a state observer or are directly
measured.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a cross-sectional view of a robot arm that is an
example object to be controlled by a robot control device
according to a first embodiment;

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of one link of the robot arm
shown in FIG. 1;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram showing general positions and a
velocity control system;
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2

FIGS. 4(a) and 4(b) are diagrams showing fine tuning of a
physical parameter using nonlinear optimization;

FIG. 5 is a block diagram showing the observer of the robot
control device according to the first embodiment;

FIG. 6 is a block diagram showing the robot control device
according to the first embodiment;

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) are diagrams showing an example of
vibration suppression control according to the first embodi-
ment;

FIGS. 8(a) and 8(b) are diagrams showing another
example of vibration suppression control according to the
first embodiment;

FIGS. 9(a) and 9(b) are diagrams showing the effect of
vibration suppression control according to the first embodi-
ment;

FIG. 10 is a block diagram showing the observer of a robot
control device according to a second embodiment;

FIG. 11 is a block diagram showing the observer of a robot
control device according to a third embodiment;

FIG. 12 is a block diagram showing the observer of a robot
control device according to a fourth embodiment; and

FIG. 13 is a block diagram showing the observer of a robot
control device according to a fifth embodiment.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

According to an embodiment, there is provided a robot
control device that controls a robot arm having an elastic
mechanism between a rotation axis of a motor and a rotation
axis of a link, and has an angular velocity control system that
performs proportionality/integration control on an angular
velocity of the motor and outputs a current command value to
the motor, the robot control device comprising: an observer
configured to receive the angular velocity of the motor and the
current command value as inputs, have a nonlinear dynamic
model of the robot arm, and estimate an angular acceleration
of the link, an angular velocity of the link, and an angular
velocity of the motor from a simulation model of an angular
velocity control system of the motor subjected to proportion-
ality/integration control using a gain equivalent to the angular
velocity control system; a first feedback unit configured to
calculate an axis torsion angular velocity from a difference
between the angular velocity of the link estimated by the
observer and the angular velocity of the motor estimated by
the observer, and give feedback to the angular velocity control
system; a second feedback unit that feeds back the angular
acceleration of the link estimated by the observer to the angu-
lar velocity control system; and a first feedback constant
calculating unit that compensates an end effector load mass
and increases inertia at the second feedback unit when an end
effector load in the nonlinear dynamic model has low inertia.

The following is a detailed description of embodiments,
with reference to the accompanying drawings.

The circumstances leading to the embodiments are first
described before the respective embodiments are explained.

FIG.11s across-sectional view of a two-link robot arm that
is an example object to be controlled by a robot control device
according to each embodiment. This robot arm includes a
mount 1, a first link 3, a first motor 4, a first reduction gear 5,
a first encoder 6, a second link 8, a second motor 9, a second
reduction gear 10, and a second encoder 11. One end of the
first link 3 is attached to an upper portion of the mount 1, and
the second link 8 is attached to the other end of the first link 3.
A load 12 is applied the end of the second link 8.

A control device 13 causes the first link 3 to rotate about a
first axis 2 horizontally with respect to the mount 1 by virtue
of a combination of the first motor 4, the first encoder 6, and
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the first reduction gear 5 having spring properties. The control
device 13 also causes the second link 8 to rotate about a
second axis 7 horizontally with respect to the first link 3 by
virtue of a combination of the second motor 9, the second
encoder 11, and the second reduction gear 10 having spring
properties.

FIG. 2 is a schematic view of one link of this robot arm.
This is called a two-inertia system. Referring to FIGS. 1 and
2, this robot arm can be turned as a serial two-link arm having
elastic joints into a nonlinear dynamic model. In FIG. 2, the
first axis is shown as a typical example, in terms of the
physical parameters, such as moments of inertia, friction
coefficients, and spring coefficients, which are necessary for
describing a nonlinear dynamic model of a link. In the
example shown in FIG. 2, alink 30 is driven and controlled by
amotor 20 via a reduction gear 25. As the physical parameters
of'the first axis, the torque input to the motor 20 is represented
by u,, the moment of inertia of the motor 20 is represented by
m,,, , the rotation angle of the motor 20 or the output detected
by an encoder is represented by 0,,, the viscous friction
coefficient of the motor 20 is represented by d,,, the Cou-
lomb friction torque of the motor 20 is represented by f,,, the
damping coefficient of the reduction gear 25 is represented by
dg;, the spring coefficient of the reduction gear 25 is repre-
sented by k;,, the moment of inertia of the link 30 is repre-
sented by m; ,, the viscous friction coefficient of the link 30 is
represented by d;,, and the rotation angle of the link 30 is
represented by 0, .

The nonlinear dynamic model of the serial two-link arm
having elastic joints is expressed by equation (1) on the motor
side, and is expressed by equation (2) on the link side.

My By + Dy Oy + fursgn(By) = O]

E, — Ng[Ka(NgBy —6,) + Da(Ncby — 8. )]

MO8y +cr(0y. 6L) + Dby = Ko(Ngby — 01) + D[Ny —8y) (&)

In the above equations,

0,/[0,,1> 0,17 the rotation angle of the motor (the suf-
fixes 1 and 2 being the axis numbers),

0,0, ,, 8,,]": the rotation angle of the link,

o=[a,;, o,]%: the translational acceleration of the link,

M, (6,)eR>**: the inertia matrix of the link,

C,(d6,/dt, 6,)eR>*!: the centrifugal force and the Coriolis
force vector,

M, ~diag(m,,,, m,,): the high gear inertia of the motor
and the reduction gear,

D, ~diag(d,,, d,,): the viscous friction coefficient of the
motor axis,

D;=diag(d; ,, d;,): the viscous friction coefficient of the
link axis,

K=diag(ks,, ks,): the spring coefficient of the reduction
gear,

D=diag(ds,, ds,): the damping coefficient of the reduc-
tion gear,

Ng=diag(ng,, ns,): the reduction ratio (ng;, ng,=<1),

£, 101, fa]”: the Coulomb friction torque of the motor
axis,

E=diag(e,, e,): the torque/voltage (current command
value) constant, and

u=[u,, u,]%: the input voltage (the value of the command to
the motor current control system).

Here, sgn(a) in equation (1) represents a sign function, and
has a value of 1, -1, or 0 depending on the value of a, which
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4

is a positive value, a negative value, or 0. Also, diag(a, b)
represents a diagonal matrix that has a and b as the diagonal
matrix elements.

Where a, f, and y are base parameters formed with the
length, the position of the center of gravity, the mass, and the
inertia of the link, the inertia matrix of the link is expressed as
shown in equation (3).

a+ B+ 2ycos(0,) B+ ycos(Br2) 3)

MOI=1 gy yeosbin) J;

The above base parameters are specifically expressed as
shown in following expressions (4).

a=mly 2+, +mol 2
_ 2
B=molgr "+

Q)

Y=malilg

In the above equations (4),

1;: the length of each link (i being the axis number),

m,: the mass of each link,

l,;: the position of the center of gravity of each link (each
link being symmetrical in the longitudinal direction), and

1,,: the moment of inertia around the center of gravity of
each link.

When an end effector load 12 varies, the mass m, of the link
to which this end effector load 12 is applied varies, and all of
the base parameters o, 3, and y vary.

The centrifugal force and the Coriolis force vector are
expressed as shown in equation (5).

. (2001012 + 922)5111(9&) ®)
CL(GL, OL) =

22
vy sin(0r2)

As for the motor angular velocity control system, equation
(6) that expresses two-degree-of-freedom PI control by show-
ing PI (proportionality/integration) control as FF-I-P (feed-
forward-integration-proportionality) control is used in the
basic configuration.

U=k eBarrth O Or)dt-kpbas(i=1,2) (6)

In equation (6),

do, . /dt: the target value of the angular velocity of the
motor (i being the axis number)

de,,/dt: the angular velocity of the motor,

kz;: the feedforward control gain of the target value of the
angular velocity of the motor,

k;;;: the feedback control gain of the deviation integral of
the angular velocity of the motor,

kpy;: the feedback control gain of the proportionality of the
angular velocity of the motor, and

u,: the input voltage (the value of the command (torque
input) to the motor current control system).

As shown in FIG. 3, this two-degree-of-freedom PI veloc-
ity control system is designed as control systems that are
cascade-connected in the position control system (P control).
FIG. 3 shows the two-degree-of-freedom PI velocity control
system for the first axis.

Inthe description below, attention is focused on the angular
velocity control system of the motor minus the position con-
trol system, and the angular velocity control system of the
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motor is described as a continuous system where the control
cycle is assumed to be reasonably short.

First, the end effector load 12 of the two-link arm shown in
FIG. 1is set at S kg, for example, and the physical parameters
(hereinafter including the base parameters o, §, and y) shown
in equation (1) are estimated by using a known identification
method. This identification method may be the identification
method disclosed in Non-Patent Document 1 (Kobayashi et
al.,, ACTUALS OF ROBOT CONTROL, Chapter 3, Identifi-
cation Method of Robot, Corona publishing company, 1997,
pp. 62-85), an identification method that takes into account
the joint rigidity of the robot model as disclosed in
JP-2772064B, or the like.

Those estimated physical parameters as well as the motor
velocity control gain are substituted into equation (1) express-
ing the dynamic model and equation (6) expressing the veloc-
ity feedback control law. As a result, a time response simula-
tor of a velocity control system of a serial two-link arm is
built, and a check is made to determine whether the time
response simulator is in synchronization with the time
response of the actual robot.

If the physical parameters are accurately estimated by the
above identification method, those time responses should be
in synchronization with each other. If the time responses are
out of synchronization by a small amount, the physical
parameters are finely tuned by using an optimization calcu-
lation according to the nonlinear least-squares method (such
as the Levenberg-Marquardt method) using the above time
response simulator. FIG. 4(a) shows an example of the angu-
lar velocity step response prior to optimization, and F1G. 4(b)
shows an example of the angular velocity step response after
the optimization. In each of FIGS. 4(a) and 4(5), the abscissa
axis indicates time, the ordinate axis indicates angular veloc-
ity, the solid line indicates the response of the actual robot,
and the dashed line indicates the result of the response of the
simulator. As can be seen from FIG. 4(b), the simulator and
the actual robot can have similar angular velocity step
responses to each other, as the physical parameters are opti-
mized.

In view of this, in this embodiment, an observer that esti-
mates angular velocities of links from angular velocities of
motors measured by the encoder is built, and not only the
measured values of angular velocities of the motors but also
the estimated values of angular velocities of the links are fed
back so that the robot arm is operated with high precision
while vibration of the end of the robot arm is suppressed.

In a case where state feedback is performed by using values
estimated by the observer, a feedback gain ofthe observer and
a gain of the state feedback need to be set and adjusted.
According to the modern control theory, feedback control is
performed after a state variable is reproduced by the observer,
and therefore, the poles of the observer are located much
closer to the left half of the plane (the negative real part
region) than the poles of the state feedback in a complex
plane.

In practice, however, such a high gain cannot be set in an
observer that has various kinds of noise and modeling errors.
When the positions of the poles of the observer are adjusted in
accordance with the response of the actual robot, the poles of
the observer might be located close to the poles of the state
feedback.

If a Kalman filter is used, an observer can be designed
systematically. In that case, however, it is necessary to set
parameters of an assumed noise model. Further, in robust
control such as H” control (H-infinity control) that involves
neither an observer nor state feedback, a control system can
be designed by actually taking into account noise and mod-
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eling errors. However, any of the methods requires the use of
a CAE (Computer-Aided Engineering) tool, and therefore, it
is difficult to perform manual adjustment at the work site.

In view of the above, in each of the embodiments described
below, attention is focused on the fact that time responses of
avelocity-controlled actual robot and a simulation are similar
to each other, and an observer that takes advantage of the high
accuracy of estimates of the physical parameters is formed.
Observers according to the respective embodiments are
described below.

First Embodiment

FIG. 5 shows an observer of a robot control device accord-
ing to a first embodiment. The observer 200 of the first
embodiment includes first-axis and second-axis PI control-
lers 201 and 202, a two-link arm nonlinear dynamic model
203, and integrators 204a, 2045, 204¢, 204d, 205a, 2055,
205¢, and 2054 that integrate outputs of the nonlinear
dynamic model 203. The PI controller 201 performs PI con-
trol based on the deviation of the velocity d6,, ,/dt of the motor
that drives a first axis with respect to an estimated value of the
rotation angle of the motor that drives the first axis. The PI
controller 202 performs PI control based on the deviation of
the velocity d0,,,/dt of the motor that drives a second axis
with respect to an estimated value of the rotation angle of the
motor that drives the second axis. The two-link arm nonlinear
dynamic model 203 estimates angular accelerations of first
and second links based on the nonlinear dynamic model that
is based on a first input T, that is the sum of an output of the PI
controller 201 and a control input u, of the first axis, and a
second input T, that is the sum of an output of the PI controller
202 and a control input u, of the second axis. The two-link
arm nonlinear dynamic model 203 also estimates angular
accelerations of the respective motors that drive the first and
second links. The two-link arm nonlinear dynamic model 203
outputs the estimated angular accelerations.

The integrator 204a integrates the estimated value of the
angular acceleration of the first link output from the nonlinear
dynamic model 203, and outputs the estimated value of the
angular velocity. The integrator 2045 integrates the output of
the integrator 204a, and outputs an estimated value of a rota-
tion angle of the first link. The integrator 204¢ integrates the
estimated value of the angular acceleration of the motor driv-
ing the first link, which is output from the nonlinear dynamic
model 203, and outputs the estimated value of the angular
velocity of the motor. The integrator 2044 integrates the out-
put of the integrator 204¢, and outputs an estimated value of
a rotation angle of the motor that drives the first link.

The integrator 2054 integrates the estimated value of the
angular acceleration of the second link, which is output from
the nonlinear dynamic model 203, and outputs the estimated
value of the angular velocity. The integrator 2055 integrates
the output of the integrator 2054, and outputs an estimated
value of a rotation angle of the second link. The integrator
205¢ integrates the estimated value of the angular accelera-
tion of the motor driving the second link, which is output from
the nonlinear dynamic model 203, and outputs the estimated
value ofthe angular velocity of the motor. The integrator 2054
integrates the output of the integrator 205¢, and outputs an
estimated value of a rotation angle of the motor that drives the
second link.

The estimated values of angular accelerations of the first
and second links, the estimated values of angular velocities of
the first and second link, the estimated values of angular
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velocities of the motors that drive the first and second links,
and the estimated values of rotation angles of the motors are
output from the observer 200.

Also, in the observer 200, an estimated value of a torsion
angular velocity of the first link is calculated based on the
estimated value of the angular velocity of the first link, the
reduction ratio n, of the reduction gear located between the
first link and the motor that drives the first link, and the
estimated value of the angular velocity of the motor that
drives the first link. This estimated value is then output. Like-
wise, an estimated value of a torsion angular velocity of the
second link is calculated based on the estimated value of the
angular velocity of the second link, the reduction ratio n, of
the reduction gear located between the second link and the
motor that drives the second link, and the estimated value of
the angular velocity of the motor that drives the second link.
This estimated value is then output.

This observer 200 of the first embodiment functions
exactly like a simulator, as the observer 200 contains the
entire robot arm nonlinear dynamic model 203, and the
observer gains of the PI controllers 201 and 202 are the PI
control gains of the existing velocity control systems of the
respective axes of the robot arm. That is, the observer gains of
the PI controllers 201 and 202 are equivalent to velocity
control. As integral control is included, a function of adjusting
the steady-state deviation of an output estimated value to zero
is also included. There are no engineering costs required for
approximation and gain adjustment in installing the observer
200.

A PI control observer based on a nonlinear dynamic model
is expressed in a two-stage differential form shown in equa-
tions (7) generated by transforming equation (1). In equations
(7), the symbol “*” indicates an estimated value.

P N N 7
Oy = M/EII{—DMOM — fusgn(Oy) + @

E. - NG[KG(NGéM ~0)+ DG(NcéM - 5L)]}
i=m@)" [—cL(éL, QL) — D+ KNy - br) +
DG(NcéM - 5L)]

T= va(éM —éM) +K[vf(0M —éM)dt+u

In equations (7),

do,/dt=[de,,,/dt, d6,,,/dt]": a motor angular velocity
input to the observer,

u=[u,, u,]%: an input (motor current command value) to the
observer,

Kpp=diag(k,;,, kpy»): velocity deviation proportionality
control gain,

K =diag(k,;, k;-): velocity deviation integral control
gain, and

t=[t,, T,]%: an input (motor current command value) to the
observer.

Here, the same gains as those of P and I of the FF-I-P
control (two-degree-of-freedom PI control) of the velocity
loop of the actual robot are selected as the observer gains of
the PI controllers 201 and 202. In this case, only the degree of
freedom of the following properties of the observer is taken
into consideration, and therefore, PI control having a feedfor-
ward system as a proportionality system, or FF=P, is set as PI
control. This system is a type of nonlinear observer having a
constant gain. Also, as integral control is included, the steady-
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state deviation of an output estimated value is made zero, and
a function as an external disturbance removal observer is
included.

The state observer expressed by equations (7) is installed in
the robot control device 13, and a state can be estimated by
performing integration twice in real time with the use of
integrators shown in FIG. 5. The integration to be actually
performed is numerical integration.

In angular velocity control of a two-inertia system, the
angular velocities of the motors, the angular velocities of the
links, and the three-state quantities of the axis torsion angular
velocities of the motors and links, are fed back. In this man-
ner, the poles can be set in desired positions, and readiness
(the angle of the control system attaining a target value) and
a damping rate can be freely set. However, this accompanies
readjustment of the existing PI control systems, and there-
fore, it is difficult to perform the process. In view of'this, state
feedback is first performed only with estimated values of axis
torsion angular velocities (the differences between the link
angular velocities and the motor angular velocities) that are
output from the observer 200. In the feedback of the axis
torsion angular velocities, an effect to increase only the damp-
ing rate without changing the gain-crossover frequency of the
PI control is expected (Non-Patent Document 2 (Sugimoto et
al.,, THEORY AND ACTUAL DESIGN OF AC SERVO SYS-
TEM, Chapter 7, Design of Velocity control system and Posi-
tion control system, Sougou-denshi-shuppansha, 1990, pp.
153-179)). Accordingly, manual adjustment at the work site is
easy, and particularly, this observer is easily introduced into a
control device for industrial robots.

FIG. 6 is a block diagram of state feedback control using
the observer 200 shown in FIG. 5. Motor angular velocities
(encoder differences) and input voltages (current command
values) for the motor drivers are input to the observer 200.
State feedback units 301, 302, 303, and 304 that receive
estimated values of axis torsion angular velocities about the
first and second links from the PI control observer 200 can be
realized by plugging those values into the two-degree-of-
freedom PI control (FF-I-P control) shown in equations (7),
and have the control law expressed by equation (8).

. . . . 4 2 8
u; = kpyiOnri +klvif(0MRi — O )t — kpyifus; — kTVi(OLi/”Gi - 9Mi) ®

(i=1,2)

The state feedback control gains k4, (i=1, 2) of the esti-
mated values of the axis torsion angular velocities can be
easily subjected to manual adjustment with reference to time
response waveforms. Since an observer based on an accurate
nonlinear dynamic model of a robot arm having elastic joints
is used, a sufficient effect can be achieved with state feedback
only with respect to the first axis in vibration suppression
control performed on a robot arm formed with serial links.
Although a feedback constant calculating unit 305 for link
angular accelerations to increase inertia is shown in FIG. 6,
the function of the feedback constant calculating unit 305 will
be described later.

FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b) respectively show the velocity step
response waveform of the first axis in a case where the end
effector load 12 is 5 kg and no axis torsion angular velocity
feedback control is performed, and the velocity step response
waveform of the first axis in a case where the end effector load
12 is 5 kg and axis torsion angular velocity feedback control
is performed. In FIGS. 7(a) and 7(b), the waveforms of the
link responses and the waveforms of the motor responses are
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adjusted to the same time axis, with the reduction ratio being
taken into consideration. In the observer, a dynamic model
having an end effector load of 5 kg is used. As can be seen
from FIG. 7(a), the responses only under PI control (without
any observer) are large in vibration amplitude, and are slow in
damping. On the other hand, as can be seen from FIG. 7(b),
the responses under control also involving feedback of axis
torsion angular velocities (with an observer) are small in
vibration amplitude, and are fast in damping. That is, the
responses under control involving the feedback of axis tor-
sion angular velocities shown in FIG. 7(b) have a much better
link angular velocity response than the responses only under
PI control shown in FIG. 7(a).

FIGS. 8(a) and 8(b) respectively show the velocity step
response waveform of the first axis in a case where no load is
applied, or the end effector load 12 is 0 kg, and no axis torsion
angular velocity feedback control is performed, and the
velocity step response waveform of the first axis in a case
where the end effector load 12 is 0 kg and axis torsion angular
velocity feedback control is performed. In FIGS. 8(a) and
8(b), the waveforms of the link responses and the waveforms
of'the motor responses are adjusted to the same time axis, with
the reduction ratio being taken into consideration. In the
observer, a dynamic model in which the end effector load 12
is 0 kg is used. As can be seen from FIG. 8(a), the responses
only under PI control (without any observer) are large in
vibration amplitude, and are slow in damping. On the other
hand, as can be seen from FIG. 8(b), the responses under
control also involving feedback of axis torsion angular
velocities (with an observer) are small in vibration amplitude,
and are slow in damping at the rise time. That is, the responses
under control involving the feedback of axis torsion angular
velocities shown in FIG. 8(b) have a better link angular veloc-
ity response but have lower rise-time damping than the
responses only under PI control shown in FIG. 8(a).

This is because, when the end effector load is small or when
inertia is low, the damping effect of the vibration suppression
control by feedback of axis torsion angular velocities
becomes smaller. In other words, this is considered to be
degradation of damping control performance due to a
decrease in the inertia moment ratio between the link side and
the motor side in the two-inertia system, or a decrease in
inertia ratio (Non-Patent Document 3 (Takesue et al., A Con-
sideration on Inertia-Ratio and Damping Property of Vibra-
tion of Two-Inertia System, IEEJ, D, Vol. 121, 2, 2001, pp.
283-284)).

In view of the above, this embodiment uses inertia increas-
ing control so as to make the link-side inertia appear larger
when the end effector load is small. The control law is formed
by adding negative feedback of estimated values of link angu-
lar accelerations to equation (8) (the state feedback units 303
and 304 shown in FIG. 6), and is expressed as shown in
equation (9).

. . . 9
ui = krviOuri + klvif(eMRi —Onpi)d1t - ©

kpyifas — kTVi(gLi /ngi— 9Mi) — kaviBii

(i=1,2)

Here, the state feedback control gains k ;, of estimated
values of angular accelerations have a link inertia moment
dimension, and are considered to be capable of compensating
the inertia variation Am of the end effector load of the robot
arm. For example, when the inertia matrix in equation (3) is
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varied (reduced) by Am, the base parameters ., f§, and vy
change to o, ', and y', respectively, as shown in equations
(10).

a'=a-Am
p=p-Am

Y=y-Am (10)

If o', P!, and y' after the inertia variation of the end effector
load of the robot arm expressed in equations (10) are assigned
to the (1, 1) component of the inertia matrix in equation (3),
equation (11) is obtained, with the reduction ratio n,; being
taken into account.

k=242 cos(07,))Amxng,

an

According to equation (11), the state feedback control
gains of estimated values of angular accelerations of the first
axis can be calculated. Equation (11) represents the function
of'the feedback constant calculating unit 305 shown in FIG. 6
for link angular accelerations to increase inertia.

FIGS. 9(a) and 9(b) respectively show the velocity step
response waveforms of the first axis in a case where the end
effector load 12 is 0 kg and neither axis torsion angular
velocity feedback control nor link angular acceleration feed-
back is performed, and the velocity step response waveforms
of'the first axis in a case where the end effector load 12 is O kg,
and axis torsion angular velocity feedback control and link
angular acceleration feedback are performed. In FIGS. 9(a)
and 9(b), the waveforms of the link responses and the wave-
forms of the motor responses are adjusted to the same time
axis, with the reduction ratio being taken into account. In the
observer, a dynamic model in which the end effector load 12
is 0 kg is used. As can be seen from FIG. 9(a), the responses
only under PI control (without any observer) are small in
vibration amplitude, and are slow in damping at the rise time.
On the other hand, as can be seen from FIG. 9(), the wave-
forms in the case where axis torsion angular velocity feed-
back and link angular acceleration feedback are performed
are small in vibration amplitude, and are fastin damping. That
is, the link angular velocity response is much better in the case
where axis torsion angular velocity feedback and link angular
acceleration feedback are added as shown in FIG. 9(b), than
in the case where only PI control is performed as shown in
FIG. 8(a) and even in the case where only axis torsion angular
velocity feedback is added as shown in FIG. 8(b). In the case
shown in FIG. 9(b), an inertia increasing control effect is
apparent.

Second Embodiment

FIG. 10 shows a robot control device according to a second
embodiment. This control device of the second embodiment
has a function of controlling link angular acceleration feed-
back through increases and stabilization of inertia, and a
function of calculating the gain of the feedback control.

The decreases in inertia described above occur not only
when the end effector load is small but also when the posture
of the robot arm changes. In a two-link robot arm, for
example, the inertia around the first axis decreases as the
angle of the second axis becomes larger. In view of this,
decreases in inertia due to postural changes are to be com-
pensated by link angular acceleration feedback.

If an inertia decrease from the maximum value of the (1, 1)
components of the inertia matrix shown in equation (3) is
taken into account in a two-link robot arm, equation (12) is
established.

ka=2y(1-cos(0.12) 61 12)
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According to equation (12), the control gain of feedback of
a link angular acceleration of the first axis can be calculated.
Through this feedback, constant inertia is maintained regard-
less of postures of the arm, or inertia fixing control is realized,
and a vibration suppressing effect equal to the above
described inertia increasing control is achieved.

It is possible to use the inertia fixing control and the inertia
increasing control of the first embodiment at the same time.
Where equation (11) and equation (12) are combined, equa-
tion (13) is obtained.

kg =[(2+2 cos(0,)Am+2y(1-cos(0,,)) 1 ey (13)

According to equation (13), the feedback control gains of
link angular accelerations by virtue of the inertia increasing
and fixing control on the first axis can be calculated. This is
the function of a feedback constant calculating unit 305A
shown in FIG. 10 for link angular accelerations using inertia
increasing and fixing control.

Further, when attention is focused on the off-diagonal ele-
ments of the inertia matrix shown in equation (3), the feed-
back control gains kg, and k-, of link angular accelerations
through control for higher and constant inertia can be calcu-
lated with respect to the (1, 2) component and the (2, 1)
component, as shown in equations (14) and (15).

kgpy=[(1+cos(8,,)Am+y(1-cos(012) 11 61 (14)

kppo=[(1+c0s(8;,)Am+y(1-cos(05) 11 6y (15)

With the use ofkz,, and k-, the feedback of the angular
acceleration of the second axis is added to the first axis in
equation (9), and the feedback of the angular acceleration of
the first axis is added to the second axis in equation (9),
equation (16) is obtained.

. o (16)
u; = kpyiOur; + klvif(eMRi —Oyg;)d1t -

kpyiOui — krvi (Qu [ngi = éMi) —kaviBri — kpvib;

(i=12,j=21

In this manner, a vibration suppression control system that
further performs generalized control for higher inertia and
constant inertia is obtained. FIG. 10 is a block diagram of the
entire vibration suppression control system that further per-
forms control for higher inertia and constant inertia.

Third Embodiment

FIG. 11 shows an observer of a robot control device
according to a third embodiment. The observer 200A of the
third embodiment is the same as the observer 200 of the first
embodiment shown in FIG. 5, except for further including a
physical parameter switching unit 206. As shown in FIG. 11,
the observer 200A of the third embodiment performs switch-
ing (gain scheduling) of the physical parameter set for a
nonlinear dynamic model 203 with the physical parameter
switching unit 206 with respect to an end effector load varia-
tion and the friction force variation accompanying the end
effector load variation, so that the vibration suppression per-
formance becomes robust regardless of variations of the end
effector load and the friction force in the robot. To switch the
physical parameter set explicitly, a robot language such as
“Payload (5 kg)” is input, for example, and is used when the
end effector load varies. The physical parameter set includes
a mass, a moment of inertia, a friction coefficient, a spring
coefficient, and the like.
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In the example shown in FIG. 11, the physical parameter
switching unit 206 requires six physical parameter sets for the
end effector loads of 5 kg, 4 kg, 3 kg, 2 kg, 1 kg, and 0 kg.
However, as long as the physical parameter set for 5 kg is
accurately estimated, the physical parameter set for the end
effector load of 4 kg can be generated by the above described
optimization technique using the nonlinear least-squares
method. In the same manner, the physical parameter set for 3
kg can be generated from that for 4 kg, the physical parameter
set for 2 kg can be generated from that for 3 kg, the physical
parameter set for 1 kg can be generated from that for 2 kg, and
the physical parameter set for 0 kg can be generated from that
for 1 kg.

Fourth Embodiment

FIG. 12 shows an observer of a robot control device
according to a fourth embodiment. This observer 200B of the
fourth embodiment is the same as the observer 200 of the first
embodiment shown in FIG. 5, except for further including a
physical parameter switching unit 206 A. This observer 2008
of the fourth embodiment takes into account cases where
there is an offset at the application position of an end effector
load. In this case, the inertia moment of the end effector load
greatly varies. Therefore, as shown in FIG. 12, the physical
parameter switching unit 206 A performs physical parameter
scheduling, taking into account offsets (such as the following
three types: 0.0 m, 0.1 m, and 0.2 m). A robot language such
as “Payload (5 kg, 0.1 m)” is input, for example, and is used
when the end effector load varies. Each physical parameter
includes a mass, a moment of inertia, a friction coefficient, a
spring coefficient, and the like, as in the third embodiment
shown in FIG. 11.

Fifth Embodiment

FIG. 13 shows an observer of a robot control device
according to a fifth embodiment. This observer 200C of the
fifth embodiment differs from the observer 200 of the first
embodiment shown in FIG. 5, in further including a table
storage unit 207, a step response data comparing unit 208, and
aphysical parameter optimizing unit 209. This observer 200C
of the fifth embodiment may have an end effector load that
deviates from a numerical value such as 5 kg, 4 kg, 3kg, 2 kg,
1kg, or O kg. In FIG. 13, the table storage unit 207 is prepared
for storing velocity step response data of respective masses (5
kg, 4 kg, 3 kg, 2 kg, 1 kg, and O kg) of end effector loads
acquired in advance, and the physical parameter sets corre-
sponding to the masses.

First, velocity step response data of an actual machine
having an unknown end effector load is acquired. At the step
response data comparing unit 208, the acquired velocity step
response data is compared with the velocity step response
data of the respective end effector loads stored in the table
storage unit 207. Based on the results of the comparisons, the
end effector load closest to the end effector load correspond-
ing to the velocity step response data of the actual machine is
selected from among the end effector loads of, for example, 5
kg, 4 kg, 3 kg, 2 kg, 1 kg, and 0 kg, which are stored in the
table storage unit 207. The physical parameter set corre-
sponding to the selected end effector load is set as initial
values. In selecting the end effector load closest to the end
effector load corresponding to the velocity step response data
of'the actual machine, the end effector load that minimizes the
sum of the squares of the differences between the velocity
step response data of the actual machine and the velocity step
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response data of the respective end effector loads stored in the
table storage unit 207 is selected.

Further, the physical parameter optimizing unit 209 per-
forms an optimization calculation by using the above
described physical parameter set selected as the initial values.
This optimization calculation is exactly the same as the above
described technique using the nonlinear least-squares
method. In this manner, an accurate physical parameter set
can be obtained even for an unknown end effector load.
Accordingly, a high-precision observer can be constructed,
and effective vibration suppression control can be provided.

As described above, according to each of the embodiments,
the engineering costs of an observer that estimates a link
angular velocity from a motor angular velocity can be dra-
matically lowered in the vibration suppression control for the
end of a multi-link robot arm. Furthermore, even if the end
effector load and the friction force of the robot vary, robust
vibration suppression performance can be realized.

The mechanism in which the existing velocity PI control
systems do not need to be re-tuned and do return to the
original PI control systems when the additional feedbacks
such as vibration suppression control and inertia increasing
control are separated therefrom, satisfies the needs at the
work site.

A configuration in which an entire simulator of this
embodiment based on a nonlinear dynamic model is included
in a control device may be used in the field of process control
with a time axis 100 or more times greater than that of a robot.
However, this method aims to perform future set-point con-
trol (for liquid level, pressure, temperature or the like) in an
optimum manner so as to save energy, and is not suitable for
servo control for achieving target-value following perfor-
mance in real time with a robot or the like.

By the methods disclosed in JP 2005-120212A and the
like, an observer based on some kind of approximation in a
nonlinear dynamic model is used. Therefore, robust vibration
control performance cannot be achieved in a wide operating
range, even though champion data can be obtained. Further-
more, the engineering costs for a reduction in calculation
amount and adjustment of observer gains become higher.

Motor drive makers have suggested many other techniques
such as a vibration suppression control technique and adap-
tive control and auto tuning techniques for the vibration sup-
pression control. However, those techniques are based on
general-purpose observers that use an elastic joint model and
external disturbance estimation for each link regarded as a
load on a motor, and therefore, are of course inferior in
performance to a technique that regards a mufti-link robot
arm dynamic model explicitly.

In this embodiment, on the other hand, an observer that is
based on a nonlinear dynamic model and has no approxima-
tion is used, and physical parameter gain scheduling is also
performed in accordance with variations in end effector load
and friction force. Accordingly, robust vibration control per-
formance can be achieved in a wide operating range. Further-
more, variations in friction force caused by variations in end
effector load are also taken into account, and gain scheduling
is also performed on friction coefficients as well as masses
and inertias. Also, since there is no need to design observer
gains, no engineering costs are required, which is a great
advantage over conventional techniques.

While certain embodiments have been described, these
embodiments have been presented by way of example only,
and are not intended to limit the scope of the inventions.
Indeed, the novel methods and systems described herein may
be embodied in a variety of other forms; furthermore, various
omissions, substitutions and changes in the form of the meth-
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ods and systems described herein may be made without
departing from the spirit of the inventions. The accompanying
claims and their equivalents are intended to cover such forms
or modifications as would fall within the scope and spirit of
the inventions.

The invention claimed is:

1. A robot control device that controls a robot arm having
an elastic mechanism between a rotation axis of a motor and
a rotation axis of a link, and has an angular velocity control
system that performs proportionality/integration control on
an angular velocity of the motor and outputs a current com-
mand value to the motor,

the robot control device comprising:

an observer configured to receive the angular velocity of
the motor and the current command value as inputs, have
a nonlinear dynamic model of the robot arm, and esti-
mate an angular acceleration of the link, an angular
velocity of the link, and an angular velocity of the motor
from a simulation model of an angular velocity control
system of the motor subjected to proportionality/inte-
gration control using a gain equivalent to the angular
velocity control system;

a first feedback unit configured to calculate an axis torsion
angular velocity from a difference between the angular
velocity of the link estimated by the observer and the
angular velocity of the motor estimated by the observer,
and give feedback to the angular velocity control sys-
tem;

a second feedback unit that feeds back the angular accel-
eration of the link estimated by the observer to the angu-
lar velocity control system; and

a first feedback constant calculating unit that compensates
an end effector load mass and increases inertia at the
second feedback unit when an end effector load in the
nonlinear dynamic model has low inertia.

2. The device according to claim 1, further comprising

a second feedback constant calculating unit configured to
compensate a decrease in inertia caused by a postural
change in the robot arm, and cause the inertia to be
constant regardless of the postural change at the second
feedback unit.

3. The device according to claim 1, further comprising

a physical parameter switching unit configured to switch
physical parameter sets in accordance with a classifica-
tion of a mass of an end effector load of the robot arm,
each of the physical parameter sets including a moment
of inertia, a friction coefficient, and a spring coefficient
that are set in the nonlinear dynamic model.

4. The device according to claim 1, further comprising

a physical parameter switching unit configured to switch
physical parameter sets in accordance with a classifica-
tion of amass of an end effector load of the robot arm and
a classification of an offset at a location of the end
effector load, each of the physical parameter sets includ-
ing a moment of inertia, a friction coefficient, and a
spring coefficient that are set in the nonlinear dynamic
model.

5. The device according to claim 1, wherein the physical

parameter switching unit includes:

a table storage unit configured to store velocity step
response data of respective end effector load masses
prepared in advance, and physical parameters used in
acquiring the velocity step response data;

a step response data comparing unit configured to compare
velocity step response data of the robot arm with the
velocity step response data stored in the table storage
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unit, and select initial values of the physical parameters
based on a result of the comparison; and

aphysical parameter optimizing unit configured to acquire

the velocity step response data of the robot arm, compare
the acquired velocity step response data with the veloc-
ity step response data of the respective end effector load
masses stored in the table storage unit, estimate initial
values of physical parameters based on a result of the
comparison, perform a nonlinear optimization calcula-
tion by using the estimated initial values of the physical
parameters to adjust a simulation step response wave-
form of the robot to a real step response waveform of the
robot, and optimize the physical parameters.

6. The device according to claim 5, wherein the physical
parameter optimizing unit selects an end effector load that has
the smallest sum of squares of differences between the
acquired velocity step response data and the velocity step
response data of the respective end effector load masses
among the end effector loads stored in the table storage unit,
and estimates physical parameters corresponding to the
selected end effector load as the initial values of the physical
parameters.
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